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cause which led to the Kanaka insurrection, and one should
not forget it for the security of the colony. The tranquillity
of New Caledonia is dependent on the respect of one essential
principle—to be just towards the Kanaka, to punish him if
he has done wrong, but not to treat him harshly unnecessarily.'
In New Caledonia, it seems to have been recognized much
earlier than, in most countries, that the native peoples did
have some rights which should not carelessly be trampled
on, and even if it did take a quarter of a century of bitter
resistance by the natives before these rights were recognized,
there was an attempt by the local people to see that the
Kanakas got a better deal,
Henri Riviere, who played a leading part in quelling the
native revolt, has left some interesting comment in his
work Souvenirs de la Nouvelle Caledonie—JJInsurrection
Canaque (Memories of New Caledonia—The Kanaka revolt)
published in 1881. Riviere, as a true Frenchman, believes
ir> 'cherchez la femme5 in finding the reason for the revolt.
*Atai, the war chief, had taken to Mme. X, and one day, he
suddenly proposed, in the calmest fashion, to marry her.
One can't deny that in certain circumstances, and with their
costume (naked except for an infantry officer's tunic, with
gold shoulder straps and cap), the Kanakas have great grace
of form. Mme. X was stupefied and refused. Atai returned
to his proposition several times, but was no luckier. His
annoyance probably has something to do with the revolt.
There is always a feminine reason that determines great
projects.'
Riviere also believes that the surprisingly well organized
intelligence service of the natives was directed by a couple
of escaped convicts—Pothier and Robergeot. *If our
expeditions didn't succeed, the reason was that they were
denounced to the Kanakas. By whom ? By the convicts. To
do it directly would have been difficult, but they were the
go-betweens. A night or two before the revolt broke out
two convicts—Pothier and Robergeot—escaped* These were
both notorious for their intelligence and audacity. It is
believed that they made common cause with the Kanakas

